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Economic Impact Statement 

Fiscal Year 2016 

United States Air Force in Europe 

Royal Air Force Lakenheath, United 

Kingdom, is located 70 miles northeast of 

London and 25 miles northeast of 

Cambridge. The Liberty Wing consists of 

more than 4,000 military members, over 

1,500 British and U.S. civilians and 

includes a geographically-separated unit 

at nearby RAF Feltwell. RAF Lakenheath is 

the largest U.S. Air Force-operated base in 

England and the only U.S. Air Forces in 

Europe (USAFE)  

F-15 fighter 

wing. 

 

As the USAFE's 

only F-15 

fighter wing, we 

bring unique air 

combat 

capabilities to 

the fight, such as the most advanced Joint 

Direct Attack Munitions employed by the       

F-15E. We provide all-weather, day-or-night 

air superiority, air-to-ground precision 

combat capability and multi-staged 

improvement program avionics. 

Historically, the 48th FW has been the 

foundation of USAFE's combat capability 

and remains so today. The Liberty Wing led 

the El Dorado Canyon raids into Libya in 

1986 and was 

the first F-111 

fighter unit to 

deploy to the 

Gulf during 

Operations 

Desert Shield 

and Desert 

Storm. The 

Liberty Wing 

also anchored 

NATO forces during Operations 

Deliberate Force and Allied Force. Since 

September 11, 2001, the 48th FW has 

played a key role in antiterrorism 

operations, flying combat missions and 

providing combat support in Operations 

Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.  

RAF Lakenheath 

For More Information, Contact: 
48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs 

Unit 75203, RAF Lakenheath 
APO AE 09461 
DSN: 226-2151 

Comm: +44 1638-52-2151 

Mission 

Provide worldwide 

responsive combat airpower 

and support 

 

Vision 

To  remain USAFE’s premier 

combat wing, capable of  

dominating any adversary 

RAF Lakenheath 

 

Home of the  

48th Fighter Wing 
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Economic Impact Statement 

Fiscal Year 2018 



Economic Impact: 

$619 Million 

Military Pay   

Estimated Annual Dollar 

   

Total Payroll $298,585.8K 

Contract Expenditures $187,293.3K 

Value of Job Creation $133,210.7K 

  

Personnel   

Civilian Pay   

Job Creation   

 
2,426 

Average Annual Salary* $53,673 

*Bureau of Labor Statistics, Division of International Labor 

Comparisons 

 

Readiness 

 People 

  Future 

Total Military Pay $257,133.2K 

Total Civilian Pay $41,452.6K 

Total Personnel             16,118 

Total Expenditures   $187,293.3K 

Value of Jobs Created $130,210.7K 

Local Contract 

Expenditures 

Economic Impact 


